Making Connections – Denver

2980 Curtis St
Denver, CO 80205
Funding Guidelines & Application
In 1999, when AECF worked with 22 U.S. cities to launch their national Making Connections initiative, Denver partners welcomed the opportunity to participate.  In Denver, the initiative is working in four lower-income neighborhoods:  Baker, La Alma/Lincoln Park, and Sun Valley on the Westside and the Cole neighborhood in northeast Denver.

These are neighborhoods where many families are cut off from the opportunities, networks, and supports they need to offer their children the best possible chance to succeed.  However, because we believe that all families and neighborhoods have strengths that can be enhanced to achieve self-reliance, Making Connections – Denver (MC-D) works to inspire and support families to invest in themselves and the well-being of their neighborhoods. 

MC-D believes that families have the best chance for success when they are “connected” to four kinds of support: 1) social networks of friends, neighbors, faith communities and civic groups; 2) opportunities to earn a decent living and build assets; 3) opportunities for young children to be prepared to succeed in school; and 4) services that are high quality and close to home.

MC-D staff, residents, and organizational partners created, and are guided by, three principles: the promotion of human dignity, the equalization of power, and the transformation organizations and institutions. 

MC-D has adopted key elements of the Chinook Fund’s social change agenda:

· Community-wide — the change will affect all members of a community.

· Community-led — the work is driven by the people it affects

· Lasting effect — the work will affect not just people today but members of the
community in 
future generations.  Generally, this means that the work is directed toward permanently changing a system, institution, or policy.

All successful applicants must:

• Be based in MC-D neighborhoods or have a primary constituency within the four MC-D 
   neighborhoods

• Have leadership that reflects that constituency

• Have a decision-making process that incorporates input from all members

• Demonstrate that their work will lead to change for their community

MC-D grants do not support:

• Individuals

• Scholarship requests

• Profit-making organizations
• Other foundations
• Attempts to influence elections of individuals for public office

The Grant Making Process

MC-D is governed by a partnership made up of residents, organizational, and institutional partners.  In addition, MC-D uses Guidance Groups to identify, prioritize, and fund strategies and activities around Core Result areas.  In the grant making process:
· Proposals are received and reviewed by staff

· Staff then forwards proposal to appropriate funding source (Guidance Groups, Technical Assistance, MC-D Partnership, etc)

· The appropriate group then reviews and discusses the proposal and can take one or more of the following actions:
· Fully fund proposal

· Partially fund proposal

· Request more information from grantee (either in writing or via a site visit)
· Deny proposal

· Proposals are reviewed to ensure that they are in alignment with MC-D Core Results and Guiding Principles
How to Apply
All applicants are required to follow the MC-D Grant Application Format.  Please read each section carefully and answer all questions that are applicable to your group or organization.  Be sure to include all necessary attachments.  Missing information could delay the funding of your proposal.
Required Reports

All grantees are required to submit Resident Participation Forms on a monthly basis to MC-D.  
Report forms are provided by MC-D.  
For grants exceeding $5,000, grantees are required to submit progress reports June 1 and November 1, a final report will be required 30 days after the end of the funding period.  
All grantees will be made aware of any additional reporting requirements when they receive their grant. 

Making Connections – Denver

2980 Curtis St
Denver, CO 80205
Grant Application Format 

I. GRANT APPLICATION COVER SHEET:  (attachment A)
II. Cover Letter: One page letter that provides an overview of the project, amount requested, and signature of the person and organization that will be fiscally responsible (preferably written on organizational letterhead). 
III. Narrative: (preferred length not to exceed five pages) Please include the following information: 
A. Title of Request – What are you calling this project?
B. History – When did your group come together and why?  What have you done?  Tell us your recent activities, successes, and failures.  What other groups do you work with?

C. Organization/Group Information

1. Mission statement or brief statement of organization’s goals and/or objectives

2. How are you organized (do you have staff, a board, volunteers, neighborhood leaders, etc)?

3. Who decides what kind of projects you will do (staff, board, community, etc)?

4. Who will be financially responsible for any grant money received?

D. Purpose of Grant – This section should include the following: 
1. What prompted this request?  
2. What issues will be addressed with this grant?  Please indicate what Core Result will be addressed:

· Core Result 1:  Families have a stable employment and sufficient income to     meet basic needs

· Core Result 2:  Residents have increased levels of financial well-being

· Core Result 3:  Residents are engaged in their communities to achieve desired results
· Core Result 4:  Families have strong social networks and supports

· Core Result 5: Institutions and organizations transform to better serve resident needs

· Core Result 6: Children are healthy and prepared to succeed in school 
3. Describe the population served and how they will benefit:

a. Number served (residents/children/family)

b. MC-D Neighborhood(s) served

c. Target population demographics (ability, age, gender, racial/ethnic background, socio-economic status)

Note:  If your group is interested, neighborhood demographic information can be found at:  www.piton.org
4. What is to be accomplished?  Describe the specific outcomes of this grant (action, new learning/information, skill development, relationship building, etc)

5. Describe the activities planned to accomplish these outcomes.  Are these new or ongoing activities? 
6. Timetable for implementation (what will your work plan look like).
7. Other organizations, if any, participating in the activity, including in-kind support

8. Long-term sources/strategies for funding at end of grant period (if the project will extend beyond the grant period).
E. Evaluation – Please discuss: 
1. What will be different in your community as a result of your work?

2. How will you know whether this has happened?

3. How will your accomplishments and learning be used and/or presented to the community?  What methods of communication will you use?

IV. Required Attachments:  Please attach the following: 
A. Grant Application Cover Sheet (Attachment A)
B. Cover Letter

C. Grant proposal (with full details)

D. Proposal Budget (Attachment B)
E. Copy of IRS Determination Letter – 501(c)(3)letter

V. OPTIONAL ATTACHMENTS AS REQUIRED:

A. Current Financial Statements

B. Annual Audit

C. Annual Report/Publications/Reports of projects

D. List of Board of Directors

E. Letters of Reference
F. Board of Directors or group decision-making body – Names with occupations and/or community affiliations

Attachment A

Grant Application Cover Sheet 

Date Submitted:  ___________________
Organization Requesting Grant: __________________________________________________

Grantee Name (or name of project):_______________________________________________
Program Contact Person: ___________________________Title:  _______________________

Street Address:  ____________________________________________________ Zip: _______
Phone:  _____________________________

Fax:  ______________________________ 

Email:  ______________________________________________________________________
Grant Amount Requested:  $_____________
Term of Grant:  (starting date to ending date) ________________________________________
MC-D Neighborhood(s):  □ Baker     □Cole     □La Alma/Lincoln Park     □Sun Valley
Is this grant funded by others?  If so please give name of other funders: ___________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Second Contact Person:  _________________________________________________

Phone:  _____________________________

Fax:  ______________________________ 

Email:  ______________________________________________________________________



For Making Connections Denver use only:

Date received at MCD:  ______________
Date approved:  _____________        Approved By:  ________________________

Date submitted to Piton for payment:  _________________

Date award letter issued:  ____________________      

Attachment B

Project Budget (Sample)
Project Name:  _______________________________________________________________________

	Costs
	Income – How you will pay for the project
	Notes

	
	MC-D Funds
	In-Kind Support
	Other (describe)
	

	Administrative
	$
	
	$
	

	Staffing
	$
	
	$
	

	Training
	$
	
	$
	

	Travel
	$
	
	$
	

	Materials
	$
	
	$
	

	Honoraria
	$
	
	$
	

	Meeting Support
	

	     Childcare
	$
	
	$
	

	     Food
	$
	
	$
	

	     Translation
	$
	
	$
	

	     Transportation
	$
	
	$
	

	     Room costs
	$
	
	$
	

	          Sub-Total
	$
	
	$
	

	Other (describe)
	
	
	
	

	TOTALS
	$
	
	$
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